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Families and Education Levy History 
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 Started in November of 1990  

• Goal – Helping all children be “safe, healthy, and ready to learn” 
 

• Levy funding went to early learning, family support, and out-of-school 
services 

 

 Changes made in 2004 Levy 

• Goal – Help most struggling students to be ready to learn, succeed 
academically (closing the achievement gap), and graduating from high 
school 
 

• Added focus on meeting outcomes for struggling students 
 

• Started moving to a flexible block grant model in middle and high 
schools 

 

 

 
 

 



Families & Education Levy:  

Oversight and Implementation 
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City Council 

 Government Performance and Finance Committee 

 

Mayor’s  Office 
 Office for Education implement the Levy 

 

Levy Oversight Committee  
 Reviews and advises on implementation plans, evaluations plans, and 

makes recommendations about particular programs 

 

 



Families & Education Levy:  

City & District Partnership 
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Partnership Agreement 

• Identifies the roles and responsibilities of each of the partners 

 

Data Sharing Agreement 

• Provides Office for Education access to student data 

 

Levy Oversight Committee 

• Superintendent and President of School Board sit on LOC 



2011 Levy Investments 
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2012-2013 Families and Education Levy Budget Plan 2012-2013 Families and Education Levy Budget Plan 
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School Nursing: 

$6,425,689 

14.5% 

SBHCs: 

$30,387,642 

68.5% 

Dental 

Enhancement: 

$1,938,758 

4.4% 

Mental Health 

Enhancement:   

$802,633 

1.8% 

Elementary 

Health: 

$2,871,289 

6.5% 

Interagency 

Health:   

$1,939,117 

4.4% 

2011 Families & Education Levy  

Health Investments - $44,364,128 



Distribution of 2012-13 Awards 2013-14 Awards 
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2011 Families & Education Levy: Goals 
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Goals of New Levy 
 Kindergarten readiness 

 Improving academic achievement and closing the achievement 
gap 

 Students graduate from high school college/career 
ready 

 

Performance Measures (Outcomes/Indicators) 
 Academic growth  

 Passing courses 

 Attendance 

 Gains in English language acquisition 

 

 

 



2011 Families and Education Levy 

Traditional Grant Funding 

Process Outcome-Based Framework 
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 RFP Posted 

 Apply for  & Receive 

Grant 

 Introduce Interventions 

 Evaluate at the End of the 

Grant 

 Submit Final Report 

 RFI Posted 

 Apply for Grant 

 Identify targets (mid-term & 
long-term) 

 Progress monitor 

 Real-time mid-course 
corrections 

 Funding tied to meeting 
academic targets 
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3rd Grade Reading 

Innovation Schools vs. District Trend 
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Green line: 

Innovation 

Schools combined 

Dark gray lines: 

Innovation Schools 

Light gray 

line: SPS 

average 

Number of students in 2012-13 SY 



4th Grade Math 

Innovation Schools vs. District Trend 
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6th Grade Reading 

Innovation Schools vs. District Trend 
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7th Grade Reading 

Innovation Schools vs. District Trend 
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On-Time Promotion 

Innovation Schools vs. District Trend 
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Elementary School Second Semester 

Attendance 
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Middle School Second Semester Attendance 
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High School Second Semester Attendance 
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Early Learning and K-12 

Investment Sites 
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2013-14 Programs 

 Seattle Early Education 
Collaborative 

 

 Step Ahead 

 684 children;19 sites 

 New Partners: 

 Child Care Resources 

 Tabitha Beaupain 

 Public Health SKC 

 University of Washington 

 

 Parent-Child Home Program 

 451 families in partnership with 
United Way (160 Levy-funded) 

 

Step Ahead Site Locations 
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2013-14 Programs 

 Eight innovation schools 
(~$320k each) 

 Four new sites selected through 
RFI process for 2014-15 

 Two sites in cue for 2015-16 

 Will fund up to 23 elementary 
schools 

 Strategies Include: 

 PreK-3 alignment 

 Extended In-School Learning 
Time 

 Expanded Learning Opportunities 

 Social, Emotional, Behavioral and 
Family Support 

Innovation School Locations 
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2013-14 Programs 

 Five Innovation schools 
(~$467k each) 

 

 Eleven Linkage Schools (~$52k-
$233k each) 

 

 Strategies: 
 Extended In-School Learning 

Time 

 Expanded Learning Opportunities 

 Social, Emotional, Behavioral, and 
Health Support 

 Family Involvement 

 College and Career Readiness 

 

Innovation School Locations Linkage School Locations 
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2013-14 Programs 

 Five Innovation Schools 

(~$363k each) 

 

 Strategies: 

 8th to 9th Grade Transition 

 Extended In-School Learning 

Time 

 Social, Emotional, Behavioral, 

and Health Support 

 Family Involvement 

 College and Career Readiness 

 

Innovation School Locations 
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Target Setting for Schools: Performance 

Measure Target Interval for Attendance 
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Measure 

ES – 

Innovation 

MS – Subset of 

Population 

MS – 

Innovation 

HS – 

Innovation 
First-Time 9th 

Graders 

Attendance 

  

Frequency:  

S1, S2 

Awarded: 

Feb. & July 

  

40 – 49% = 8% ↑ 

50 – 59% = 6% ↑ 

60 – 69% = 5% ↑ 

70 – 79% = 4% ↑ 

80 – 84% = 3% ↑ 

85 – 89% = 2% ↑ 

90 – 96% = 1% ↑ 

40 – 49% = 8% ↑ 

50 – 59% = 6% ↑ 

60 – 69% = 5% ↑ 

70 – 79% = 4% ↑ 

80 – 84% = 3% ↑ 

85 – 89% = 2% ↑ 

90 – 96% = 1% ↑ 

40 – 49% = 7% ↑ 

50 – 59% = 5% ↑ 

60 – 69% = 4% ↑ 

70 – 79% = 3% ↑ 

80 – 89% = 2% ↑ 

90 – 96% = 1% ↑ 

40 – 49% = 7% ↑ 

50 – 59% = 5% ↑ 

60 – 69% = 4% ↑ 

70 – 79% = 3% ↑ 

80 – 89% = 2% ↑ 

90 – 96% = 1% ↑ 



Target Setting for Schools: Using New 

Performance Measures 
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Target Setting for Schools: Using Same 

Performance Measures 
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Discussion 

Improving partnerships between health providers and early 

learning programs and schools 
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Discussion Questions 
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 What is the role that health can play in supporting Levy 

goals? 

 

 What are the barriers that hinder stronger school and 

health provider  partnerships? 

 

 How does access to student data help your work?   


